LA GRANDE BRETECHE

" 'Very good; thank you/ he said, with a

tigerish glance at his wife. *Jean,' he added to
the footman* 'serve my meals in Madame de
Merret's bedroom; she Is very ill, and I shall
not leave her till she recovers/

"For twenty days that man remained beside
his wife. During the first hours, when sounds
were heard behind the walled door, and Jose-
phine tried to implore mercy for the dying stran-
ger, lie answered, without allowing her to utter
a word:

** Tfou swore upon the cross that no one was
there/ "

As the tale ended the women rose from table,
an si the spell under which Bianclion had held
them was broken. Nevertheless, several of them
were conscious of a cold chill as they recalled the
last words,

HONORS DB BALZAC.
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